GEORGE CHRISTY

In all these vears that Bel-Aar's
been a part of Los Angeles = mavbe a
L'\'I.':Ifltl.lr!.'.-' - '.1.'|:|.1_.' hasn't theee been a
bookswore when clearly the owners

amd resideniz are i:.i;_ﬂl'.l:.' adwcared,
affluent and bowe o read?” asks
Jay Penske, 23, an heir w the
Penske Automotive cmpire.  |ay
fell in love with books dunng his
and mot long aeo relo-
cated o Los Angeles from MNew
Yook,  Im addinon o s Internet
media technology company VS and

¢ childbasd,

creating the children’s cellphone Firefly,

he recently opened Dragon Books, specializ-
ing in rare and fine edigons, in the Bevery Glen Circle near
Mulholland Dove, Jays named the store after a book, Diragon
Dreagon, written by John Gardner and G. Morrow, thae
appealed o him as a youngster.

A.nnnltl: Bening (hushband Warren Beatty’s office is
around the corner], Jond Mitchell, Jon Voight, Sly Stallone and
other local and out-of-town bibliophiles and collectors are dis-
covering Dragon Books' formidable brerary treasures, Within iis
inviting high-ceilinged room with mahogany paneling, one finds
a earved, |.Ht11 cortury French |.1'|h'.|'|1|.-|.r.|. Lll.ll:.lL'I'I:II:Ij_' the fire-
place, comforakble o bacco-brown leather armchairs and a sofa,
a Persian rue, even a children’s armchair -.al-e.ng:-.i-;!-,' tha: =ecriom for
young readers, An l.|'|1e-:uire-: HJ”I.'F!.‘ incluces mwore books, and, on
CHECARICT, II.I:.'. when he's on hand, hoses a rare book eollector o
asip of one of his rare Scorches. Jay says the design of Dieagon
Books was inspired by his favorite library in the world at Trinity
Caollegre in Dublin, “Twe tobd my mother that T want to be mar
riced there™

Chm‘l Reingold lately has joined Dragon Books as man-
ager, after being with Hertage Books on Melrose Avenue for 15
vears, which owners Ben and Lou Weinstein are now closing,
And childrens author Peter Thompson aliernanes as Dragon
*Dynamic, kind and passion-
¢ about books™ s how Chad descabes Jay, who for the pase

Books manager duning mid-week

I||'r|:v|. vears was selling his rare finds on line. 1If vou're going for
Lo dollar, Chad podnes oo the first 185] American edition of
Herman Melville's Mody Dick, which came from the collecton of
Price 15 S48 (5,
."'I.|||I|:.|I.I;._'L]:l ':’:I:E:Il:! HHCs ||I!'.'!'-L' AT I1I:I.II:|.' 3_'\.“'::4.' |1IZJI:lkh E:ll'.iL'\L'I.I. it SE”
o 3H) and [, bibliobhibulous as 1 am, |r-cll.|;.:]'|! O, hl.'-:il.m'l!i.'.-'.'lg.'
wrtten about Marrakesh and Morocco for 320 that was pub-
likhed i I'.n;._l||:||1;| i 1954 'h:. Meter .‘.I:l:rn{'. Moot the current besi-

t |1l:' CHEIALS 43 r I:'I'll.' TN II:'I.'\!'I.I | &S |'u.'.1n I .I.}-I I'I'll,' ny,

5u;.'|.|i.|'|;.: author Peter :"||:|:r||¢.'. who writes I.'.I[:-lI.ITI:IIJhIF about bis
-'.1:|.'g.':~ in Provence,

.."‘.L letter, handwntten n 1917 |1-:u Marcel Prowst in which he
mentions Yoaen s oy, is '|1ri-:'|.'-:! at 56 500, A firse edition of E
Acomn Pitsgeralds Tie Creesad Gratily wiithout the original jacken bue
with a facsmile is 35,00, “If we had the onginal jacket,” adds
Chad, “it would be $200,00K0, The typos in this firse edigon make
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it more valuable”
lvan 'I'1|r-'i_hn|_'n|.'1."x Fethers amd Soms 1z 59 (K.
edition of IIm'J'.ﬂ'.':vm' Frwa by Mark '|'1.'.'..|i|'|.. |'|-u|n]i1-]'|l.‘-|.| i ]HHF\. is
20000, A very rare issue of Charles Bukowskis Ir Cateber My
Heart in Tty Fland, oy T c\eupir."-: wrere hand prinr.,'-:‘l. 1% inscribed
with 3 [!-Ih:'rii_' MeEsapEe dated 121763 and ]1ri-:'4.'|:i at S8 (00, Aomed
a searce American edition of Jules Vernes 20000 Lagges Under the
Sear thar Chad claims is “a rare first issue, only 15 or 20 knoamn
copies,” 15 priced at $32,000,

An 1867 Birst edition ]'n.ﬂ'.“xh-l:n:! mn I':n_ghn-:] oof
Arwd a first American

Th-;: Sunday afternoon [ visited Dragon Books, actor Rico
Simonini dropped by and browsed, having already bought three
books as mifts dunng past weeks = a book of Shakespeare's son
nets, Lewis Carvcll’s Adiee ar Wamrderfand, and a memoir of the flap-
per era. Rico finds it "a lirerary oasis™ in the Beverly Glen mall,
and wonders why aren’t there more bookshops hke Dragon
Books, with Chad explaining that “rents and the chain stores are
driving booksellers out of business, many are now working out of
their homes” Chad adds that he reads v his 2-year-old daughrer,
Lilly Rose, every night to insll the “book habit” into her psyche,

‘\X' ¢ were able to reach __IJ.I, Penske |::-l. |.L]L|1|:L1I:I:|L- He imiain-
taing offices in Century City and El ":-uhun-.l-:- and savs thar his
favorre awthors are I.LI_:.i.u .".].111 Pose, Mark ‘Toain and Ferman
!'l.ls'.'|l.'|l||..-I amid sesciall samnsis i'.:'{'r:ur:._ly Chrgeel]l. FL 1., Mencken and
I‘".i]l'l“l."l!l "'x :IIHIZ'II'I. I[I.'I!'i |-Il11|:|. El'r I!EII:I:I.:II! II.I."\I-'H.'., I:I:I:I:l:-'. I:\::IrL:J iII:I.-I.I
William l"u.ulkl'lf_'r.. aricd ('r|:r|'|'|:|.|'|, H.I.Ih:‘-:iil:l'l., French and '.‘5-1'|:|.|'|i.‘~|'|
authors, We asked about the vitrine of antque bookends, which

Jay says hihhu‘phlh}i love M‘{'L:I.I'IH thiem out, Chad noses thar 1|'|I.'!|'

:LI'-:]IJil'l:' bowiks via auetion or tho mgh ektates, and SUEIrests ehaan it
best for those who believe they may have books of interest to call
with demails o see if theres a market. “Any first edition by ). I
Sabngrer i= of great interest.”

-.[I'I the upstairs gallery, a portrait in charcoal and pastels of
George Bernard Shaw is autographed and dated 2/7/27. Posing
fovr the porirait, Shaw wnites, 1 now have considerable expenence
as an artist’s maodel, but my terms = abowt 33,750 an hour = are
prohibitve.  Also, 1 shall not be disengaged for an bease a vear™
Price i 54 500k

Nr:-r for sale 15 a framed letter from H. L. Mencken, type
written in 193L “My one hope is thae, if war breaks our, the

Japancse will scize Los Angeles at once and put the inhabitants o

I have always prophesized that they wall never really
I:LIJ: ].'::l!'i 1|.|:|.1_.-L]L"'\-

the sword,
micdest San Franciseo, It s o0 noble a tooan,
certainly deserves to be stamped out, and the site sown with [an
unreacdable seribbled word) weeds" 1f Mr Mencken were o visi
Dragon Books and Los Angeles these days, he maght have a dif-
ferent upi::.i-:':n.

B Lo I
wis inspined by ther library &l
Dubdin’s Trinity College



